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József Cardinal Mindszenty (1892–1975) – Brief 
Chronology 

1892 March 29 1911 Born as József Pehm in Mindszent, Hungary. 

1911 Graduated from St. Norbert High School in Szombathely. 

1911–1915 Studied theology and Hungarian history at Theologian College 
in Szombathely 

1915 June 12 He was ordained as a priest. 

1915–1917 He served as assistant pastor at Felsőpata. 

1917 January 27 Became a Teacher of Religion in the high school of 
Zalaegerszeg and also founded a newspaper Zalamegyei Újság. 

1919 February 9 He was arrested and confined to his hometown by the first 
communist government in Hungary. 

1919 October 1 He was made pastor of Zalaegerszeg. 

1922 His bishop named him Titular Abbot. 

1944 March 3 Pope Pius XII appointed him Bishop of Veszprém. In protest of 
the Nazi occupation of Hungary to emphasize his Hungarian 
origins, he changed his name to Mindszenty after his home 
town. 

1944 November 27 Bishop Mindszenty was arrested by the Fascist national 
socialist government, charged with inciting a riot and defying 
the state. 

1945 April 2 He was released after the Soviet armies occupied Hungary. 

1945 September 16 Pope Pius XII named him Archbishop of Esztergom and 
Primate of Hungary. 

1946 February 21 He was appointed Cardinal of the Church by the Pope. 

1947 June 13 The Cardinal participated in the world Marian congress at 
Ottawa. 

1948 December 26 He was arrested charged with ... ”suspicion of criminal 
activities involving an attempt to undermine the order of the 
People’s Republic, treason, espionage, and black marketeering 
in foreign currency.” 

1949 February 8 The communist people’s court sentenced him to life 
imprisonment. 

1956 October 30 The Cardinal was freed by the Freedom Fighters, but a few 
days later he was forced to flee to the American Embassy. 
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1971 September 28 The Cardinal was permitted to leave the American legation and 
went to Rome. He took up residence at the Pázmáneum in 
Vienna. 
For the next three and a half years Cardinal Mindszenty visited 
the Hungarian communities all over the world including the 
United States, Canada, Australia, Latin America, South Africa 
and Europe. Also worked on his memoirs which was published 
in 1974. 

1975 May 6 Death of Cardinal Mindszenty, Vienna, Austria 

 
 
 

 
 

József Cardinal Mindszenty 
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Bibliography on Cardinal Mindszenty (1892–1975) 

Compiled by Joseph Széplaki1 
 
It was realized by the compiler that there is no bibliographical documentation in existence 

on Cardinal Mindszenty. For that very reason, this bibliography was compiled as a pilot 
project. The compiler hopes that in the future, after some years of research, a comprehensive 
bibliography will be published on Cardinal Mindszenty. 

This bibliography consists of 64 books, 329 articles, 4 newsletters, 7 films, slides and 
records, and 3 miscellaneous items; all totaled, 347 entries. 

                                                 
1 J. Széplaki is Assistant Prof, and Head of Acquisition Div. at Minnesota Univ. Library. 
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Rectory, 215 Somerset St., Mindszenty Square, New Brunswick, N.J. 08901. 
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“The Mindszenty Statue, 1976.” A collection of newspaper and magazine articles published 
on the occasion of the unveiling of the Statue of József Cardinal Mindszenty at St. 
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Further information same as above. 
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VI. Supplement 
Note: This bibliographical data was received immediately before printing by the 

compiler. All of these entries were authored by László FEKETEKUTY, however, they may 
have appeared under one of several pseudonyms (Spektator, Spectator, Hungaricus) or 
anonymous. Due to lack of time for verification, the entries do not comply with official forms 
of bibliographical research, nevertheless, the compiler feels that they still are of 
bibliographical value. In future editions, the entries will be more thoroughly researched. 
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El Cardenal Mindszenty. Madrid, Publications Espanolas, 1949. 92 p. 

Le Cardinal Mindszenty. Fribourg, Éditions St. Paul, 1949. 64 p. 

Kardinal Mindszenty. Zurich, NZN Verlag, 1949. 72 p. 

Articles 

Note: The articles are arranged by date from 1947–1951. 
“Das öffentliche Leben Ungarns und der Katholizismus.” Orientierung. Zürich. (September 

15, 1947). 

“Kardinal Mindszenty.” Schweizerische Kirchenzeitung. Luzern. (October 9, 1947) 
Hungaricus. 

“Marias Festjahr in Ungarn.” Vaterland. Luzern. (October 18, 1947) Spektator. 

“Ein imposanter katholischer Kongress.” Orientierung. Zürich. (November 15, 1947). 

“Marien–Kongress in Budapest.” Die Woche. Olten, Schweiz. (December 7, 1947) Spektator. 

“En Hongrie, l’année 1948 sera consacré a la Vierge.” La Croix. Paris. (January 3, 1948) 
Spectator. 

“Die ungarische Bodenreform und die Kirche.” Schweizerische Kirchenzeitung. Luzern. 
(January 22, 1948) Hungaricus. 

“Die katholische Kirche Ungarns ist an der Reihe.” Vaterland. Luzern. (January 30, 1948) 
Spektator. 

“Die Kirche und das Schulwesen in Ungarn.” Orientierung. Zürich. (March 15, 1948). 

“Der Kampf des Kommunismus gegen die katholische Kirche.” Vaterland. Luzern. (April 2, 
1948) Spektator. 

“Der Kampf um die katholischen Schulen in Ungarn.” Schweizerische Kirchenzeitung. 
Luzern. (May 13, 1948) Hungaricus. 

“Die Verstaatlichung der konfessionellen Schulen.” Vaterland Luzern. (June 4, 1948) 
Spektator. 

“Der Kulturkampf in Ungarn.” Vaterland. Luzern. (June 12, 1948) Spektator. 

“Der Kulturkampf in Ungarn verscharft sich immer mehr.” Vaterland. Luzern. (June 14, 
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“An das Gewissen der Ghristen.” Vaterland. Luzern. (June 17, 1948) Spektator. 
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“Der Geist wurde unterdrückt, hat aber nicht kapituliert.” Vaterland. Luzern. (June 28, 1948) 
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“Die Folgen der Verstaatlichung der konfessionellen Schulen.” Vaterland. Luzern. (July 6, 
1948) Spektator. 

“Guerre froide en Hongrie.” La Vie Catholique Illustrée. Paris. (July 25, 1948) Spectator. 

“Die neue kommunistische Taktik gegenüber der Kirche.” Vaterland. Luzern. (August 6, 
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“Nach der Schule, die Karitas.” Vaterland. Luzern. (September 7, 1948) Spektator. 

“Die Gründe der kompromisslosen katholischen Haltung.” Vaterland. Luzern. (September 
29, 1948) Spektator. 

“Mindszenty strijder voor kerk en recht.” Gazet van Limburg. Maastricht, Nederland. 
(November 29, 1949) Spectator. 

“Hongaarse communisten trachten de jeugd in hun nacht te krijgen.” Gazet van Limburg. 
Maastricht. (December 1, 1948) Spectator. 

“La campagne communiste contre le cardinal Mindszenty.” Le Courrier. Geneve. (December 
7, 1948) Spectator. 

“Zur Verhaftung von Kardinal Mindszenty.” Vaterland. Luzern. (December 30, 1948) 
Spektator. 

“Ungarischer Kommentar zu den Anklagen gegen Kardinal Mindszenty.” Vaterland. Luzern. 
(January 10, 1949) Spektator. 

“A propos des accusation contre le cardinal Mindszenty.” La Liberté. Fribourg. (January 18, 
1949) Spectator. 

“Aan de vooravond van het proces tegen kardinaal Mindszenty.” Gazet van Limburg. 
Maastricht. (January 24, 1949) Spectator. 

“Der ‘Fall Mindszenty’ und die kommunistische Propaganda.” Vaterland. Luzern. (January 
27, 1949) Spektator. 

“Die ‘Mindszenty Legende’.” Vaterland. Luzern. (March 4, 1949) Spektator. 

“Religion und Politik.” Vaterland. Luzern. (March 4, 1949) Spektator. 

“Nouveau conflict entre l’Église et les communistes.” Le Liberté. Fribourg. (May 9, 1949) 
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“Jahresbilanz des ungarischen Kirchenkampfes.” Vaterland. Luzern. (July 4, 1949) Spektator. 

“Ein Mindszenty Film.” Vaterland. Luzern. (December 5, 1949) Spektator. 

“Un film sur le cardinal Mindszenty.” La Liberté. Fribourg. (December 10, 1949) Spectator. 

“Der Stand des Kirchenkampfes in Ungarn.” Vaterland. Luzern. (January 18, 1950) 
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“Le martyre du cardinal Mindszenty.” La Liberté. Fribourg. (February 8, 1950) Spectator. 

“Der ‘undiplomatische’ Kardinal.” Orientierung. Zürich. (February 28, 1950). 

“La lutte contre l’Église.” La Liberté. Fribourg. (August 14, 1950) Spectator. 

“Katholisch Ungarn in Not.” Civitas. Luzern. (July 1951) Spektator. 

  



28 PPEK / Joseph Széplaki: Bibliography on Cardinal Mindszenty 

“Die Strategic der Kommunisten im Kirchenkampf.” Schweizer Rundschau. (July 1951) L. 
Brunner. 
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